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The Value of Leadership
The heart and soul of what we do in the Boy Scouts of America is produce leaders for tomorrow. One of our strengths is 
shaping leaders who have a strong foundation of values and who know how to serve others, and we have had 100 years 
of practice. Now, as we begin to celebrate that rich century of leadership development, we introduce the National Youth 
Leadership Society. Its purpose is to recognize youth members of the BSA who have learned and practiced outstanding 
leadership skills—the elite of our program. We want these youths, who have worked so hard at learning and leading, 
to enjoy a form of recognition that other organizations, such as schools, colleges, employers, and the military, can 
understand and value. Youths inducted into this National Youth Leadership Society may now receive the recognition they 
deserve in a more tangible way.

As a national honor society, the National Youth Leadership Society calls upon local councils to nominate those 
individuals who meet certain criteria. Upon acceptance, the National Court of Honor will offer the individual the honor  
of membership into the Society. The council will be sent the appropriate honors and will perform a formal induction.  
(See the process steps below.)

The National Court of Honor will maintain a national honor roll of inducted Society members as a class each calendar 
year. Individuals will be able to say they are a member of a particular class, for instance, the class of 2010 for members 
inducted in 2010. The class is based on when the individual was approved, not when the induction took place.

Course of Action
	 1.	 The local council should promote opportunities to recommend potential new members to the Society to troops and 

crews, at appropriate events, in their newsletters, and on their Web sites.

	 2.	 The council should designate an appropriate council committee to promote and manage the nomination process. It 
could be the council awards and recognition committee, a special board committee, or any committee of your choice.

	 3.	 The council should develop a promotional and administrative plan, including a backdating schedule, nominations 
schedule, and induction ceremonies.

	 4.	 There is no quota or limit as to the number of nominations a council may make each year. Nominations may be sent 
to the national office anytime during the year.

	 5.	 Once a nomination is received by the National Court of Honor from the local council, it will take approximately 30 
days to review the application and for the council to receive the presentation kit for the induction ceremony.

	 6.	 The council should schedule an induction ceremony with enough notice so that the inductees may invite special 
guests (family members, friends, teachers, principals, guidance counselors, religious leaders, unit leaders, and others).
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A great venue for an induction ceremony would be a council executive board meeting, council annual dinner, or Eagle 
Scout/Silver Award recognition dinner. This is a significant and remarkable honor; please treat it as such. Conduct the 
presentation as the special event that it is so that the inductees and guests will sense the value of this honor.

	 7.	 Extend a personal invitation to previous inductees, special guests, and members of the media.

	 8.	 When ordering the membership kit, the council will have the option of purchasing a second framed certificate. This 
second certificate can be used on the council’s “wall of honor” to include youths inducted to the National Youth 
Leadership Society. The hanging of the certificate by the inductee could be a part of the presentation ceremony.

	 9.	 The council could invite a special dignitary such as a judge, military hero, or congressional leader to do the induction.

	10.	 Following the induction ceremony, follow up with members of the local media and in-house media, and send letters 
about the recognition to the inductee’s principal, religious leader, etc. At any appropriate gathering, such as a court of 
honor or Friends of Scouting celebration, take a moment to recognize your council’s Society members who are present.

Qualifications. Only those youths who have successfully completed qualifying leadership development courses and 
performed eligible leadership roles may be nominated for induction to the National Youth Leadership Society. The 
nomination may come ONLY from the council, not from units or individuals. This national honor is bestowed upon 
deserving youth members and only upon recommendation by the council. Inductions may be made at the council, area, 
regional, or national level. There is no limit to the number of nominations a council may make.

Induction Kit. The kit includes a handsome matted and framed certificate. The frame has a place for two small photos—
one for a formal photo (such as a high school graduation photo) and one for an informal photo of the youth’s choice. 
In addition to the matted frame, the kit includes a Society key that comes in two forms, a lapel pin for young men and 
a necklace for young women; a membership card; and a congratulatory letter from the Chief Scout Executive. Each kit 
contains sample letters to principals and others, and press releases.

The cost of each kit is $100 (which includes shipping). Extra framed certificates can be ordered at an additional cost of 
$90 each. While the price may be high, the framed certificates are of exceptional quality, and the national office does not 
profit from the sales of these kits.

National Youth Leadership Society Nomination Form

Nominee Information

Name_______________________________________________________ Birthdate____________________ Male 	 Female 

Chartered Organization___________________________________________________________________Unit No.______________

Years registered in Scouting________________ Member No.________________________________________________________
	 (Must be currently registered in Scouting)

Mailing address_ _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City__________________________________________________________ State___________________Zip____________________

Home phone No.______________________________Cell No._ __________________________ E-mail_______________________

If a student, name of school________________________________________________________Year completed______________

Highest rank earned in Scouting________________________________________________________________________________



Nominee’s Qualifications
The candidate must have completed at least ONE of the following leadership development courses.

	 Troop junior leader training	 Date completed___________ 	  	 Venturing Leadership Skills Course	 Date completed___________

The candidate must have completed at least THREE of the following leadership development courses.

	 National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT)	 Date completed________________________________________________

	 National Advanced Youth Leadership Experience (NAYLE)	 Date completed________________________________________________

	 Kodiak	 Date completed________________________________________________

	 Kodiak X	 Date completed________________________________________________

	 Mentoring in Action	 Date completed________________________________________________

The candidate must have earned at least 4 points from serving in any of the following positions.

	 Patrol leader (2 points)	 Dates of service________________________________________________

	 Senior patrol leader (3 points)	 Dates of service________________________________________________

	 Other troop leadership positions

Position (1 point)_______________________________________Dates of service________________________________________________

	 Crew president (3 points)_______________________________Dates of service________________________________________________

	 Crew vice president (2 points)_ __________________________Dates of service________________________________________________

	 Other crew leadership positions

Position (1 point)_______________________________________Dates of service________________________________________________

	 District, council, area, region, or national Order of the Arrow or Venturing office (3 points)_____________________________________

Dates of service_ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

	 Leadership positions outside of Scouting, such as head cheerleader, student body officer, Sunday school president, etc.

Position (1 point)_______________________________________Dates of service________________________________________________

Other leadership highlights (optional)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Council’s Nomination Information
The ________________________ Council, BSA, proudly nominates __________________________________________(name of candidate) 

for induction to the National Youth Leadership Society. We attest that this candidate meets or exceeds the requirements for this honor.

__________________________________________ 	 ___________________________________________	 ________________________________
	 Scout executive’s printed name 	 Scout executive’s signature	 Date

__________________________________________ 	 ___________________________________________	 ________________________________
	 Council president’s printed name	 Council president’s signature	 Date

We plan to hold the induction ceremony on__________________________________________________________________________________
	 Date

Council name_______________________________________ Council No.__________________________________________________________

Contact name_________________________________Phone No.____________________________ E-mail________________________________

Order Information
 	 Enclosed is $100 for the basic presentation kit.		 	 $100

 	 Enclosed is $90 for an additional framed certificate.	 	 $  90

Total enclosed:	 	
Send this nomination form and check for the correct amount to 

National Court of Honor, S209, P.O. Box 152079, Irving, TX 75015-2079.
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